
CAPABILITY STATEMENT

HERITAGE ASSETS AND UK 
PLANNING POLICIES

Developments of all types can be damaging to 
Heritage Assets such as sub-surface archaeology, 
upstanding archaeology, listed buildings and 
their settings.

England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland 
each have Planning Policies which require local 
authorities to ensure that planning decisions 
for developments affecting Heritage Assets are 
based on:

• Adequate information about the significance
of Heritage Assets, and

• The level of harm posed by the development
to that significance.

Local authorities require the applicant to supply 
this information in the form of an assessment – 
frequently known as Desk-Based Assessments, 
or Cultural Heritage Assessments.  These may 
be required for all scales of development, but 
for major applications they may form part of an 
Environmental Statement.

PRODUCTS AND SERVICES

At Headland Archaeology, we undertake 
Cultural Heritage Assessment through our EIA 
department. This allows our clients to benefit 
from our substantial expertise in the assessment 
of the significance of Heritage Assets and the 
impact of developments on them. Led by Dr Chris 
Lowe, Headland Archaeology’s EIA department 
draws on a dedicated team of experienced EIA 
professionals including expert witness support 
from Dr Stephen Carter. We use our regional 
strength to our clients advantage; Dr Chris 
Lowe covering Northern Ireland, Scotland and 
northern England; and our regional managers 
Joe Abrams (covering the South-East & Eastern 
England) and Andy Boucher (covering the 
Midlands, south-west England and Wales). 

Headland Archaeology offers tailored Cultural 
Heritage Assessments based on client needs and 
the archaeological resource.  The scale and type 
of development will determine the scope of the 
study area for the assessment. We can work with 
multiple study areas for projects such as wind 
farms where the setting of Heritage Assets can 
be affected over large areas.

Following desk-based assessment of the known 
Heritage Assets (both designated and non-
designated) and the potential for unknown 
assets, including walkover surveys, aspects that 
may be included in the assessment are:

SUB-SURFACE ARCHAEOLOGY non-
intrusive investigations (geophysical 
survey) and/or intrusive investigations (trial 
trenching)

UPSTANDING ARCHAEOLOGY earthwork 
surveys, historic hedgerow assessments, and 
assessments of historic landscape character

SETTING statements of the significance of 
Heritage Assets and how setting contributes 
to that significance, including assessment of 
the impacts of proposed developments

BUILT HERITAGE impacts to historic buildings 
either direct physical changes or impacts to 
setting, including conservation area appraisals 
and conservation management plans.

CULTURAL HERITAGE ASSESSMENT

Renewables Civil engineering Construction Utilities Extraction Land management Heritage

By considering the impacts to Heritage Assets and their 
significance at a pre-application stage, our clients benefit 

from expert advice and guidance to manage their risk.
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SOUTH & EAST
Headland Archaeology
Building 68C, Wrest Park, Silsoe
Bedfordshire MK45 4HS
T 01525 861 578

MIDLANDS & WEST
Headland Archaeology
Unit 1, Premier Business Park, Faraday Road
Hereford HR4 9NZ
T 01432 364 901

NORTH
Headland Archaeology
Unit 16, Hillside, Beeston Road
Leeds LS11 8ND
T 0113 387 6430 

SCOTLAND
Headland Archaeology
13 Jane Street
Edinburgh EH6 5HE
T 0131 467 7705

www.headlandarchaeology.com

AREAS OF EXPERTISE

Headland Archaeology have considerable experience of producing Cultural Heritage Assessments for developments of all scales within numerous 
sectors;

for more information please contact:
joe.abrams@headlandarchaeology com

CHURCH ALTERATIONS

CHANGE OF USE APPLICATIONS

BARN CONVERSIONS

MASTER PLANNING

WIND FARMS AND SINGLE WIND TURBINES

HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS

AGGREGATES EXTRACTION

PIPELINES

HOME EXTENSIONS

BASEMENT EXTENSIONS

ALTERATIONS TO LISTED BUILDINGS

SOLAR PANEL INSTALLATION IN 
CONSERVATION AREAS

KEY STAFF

Joe Abrams regional manager (S&E)

joe.abrams@headlandarchaeology.com

A graduate from the Institute of Archaeology, 
Joe joined Headland in 2011 and is Regional 
Manager of our South & East office. He has been 
an expert witness at public inquiries and the 
cultural heritage consultant for several major 
developments; helping to identify risks and 
opportunities to be fed into project masterplans. 
He recognises the overlaps between disciplines 
and looks for ways in which this can be used to 
the benefit of the project. His experience includes 
road schemes, housing developments and the 
‘Building Schools for the Future’ programme.

Andy Boucher regional manager  (M&W)

andy.boucher@headlandarchaeology.com

Andy has over 25 year’s professional experience 
in archaeology. His early career was based 
in London where he advised and assisted 
developers on numerous large scale projects. 
Since then he has undertaken Desk-based 
assessments for projects in England and Wales. 
He is accustomed to working as an EIA team 
member on a variety of projects. These include 
large housing schemes, renewable energy 
projects in Wales and urban infra-structure 
projects in the Midlands. Several of these have 
also involved broader masterplanning such as 
Butlins in Bognor Regis and work on the western 
expansion for Milton Keynes. Andy has managed 
and given evidence at public inquiries as a result 
of this work.

Chris Lowe EIA director

chris.lowe@headlandarchaeology.com

Chris is one of Headland’s founding directors. 
Working principally in Scotland and the north 
of England, he has over 25 years project 
management experience including a major 
call-off contract Historic Scotland’s woodland 
grant scheme programme. The expertise 
developed on this project has provided the 
corner-stone for our upland EIA portfolio where 
we have helped clients on over 100 wind farm 
developments, including those at Camster, 
Millennium, Dunbeath and Kilbraur in Highland. 
He provided evidence at the 2011 public inquiry 
in connection with Dunbeath wind farm and 
is currently involved with the archaeological 
mitigation programmes at Griffin and Calliachar 
wind farms in Perth & Kinross.

http://www.headlandarchaeology.com

